
CARL T.C. CUTIERREZ 
GOVERNOR OF GUAM 

The Honorable Antonio R. Unpingco 
Speake r  
Twenty-Fourth Guam Legislature 
Guam Legislature Temporary Building 
155 Hesler Street 
Agana, Guam 96910 

Dear Speaker Unpingco: 

I 

OFFICE OF Tt!E LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY 
A C ~ J ! ~ ~ ' ~ ( l J t ~ h i t N ;  K,ECEIPT 

Received Ly_iF3- - .- 

Time 4 : L-I 

b t e  4.17 . q d  

Enclosed please find a copy of Bill No. 493 (LS), "AN ACT TO ADD A NEW 
ARTICLE 6 TO CHAPTER 41 OF TITLE 17 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 
RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR 
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND OTHER PATIENTS", which I have 

1 signed into law today as Public Law No. 24-172. 

This  legislation provides the Department of Integrated Services for 
Individuals with Disabilities (DISID) a separate fund with an appropriation of 
$100,000 to respond quickly to the needs of disabled persons who may need 
assistance immediately. 

There are no guidelines contained in the legislation for the disbursement of 
the funds, which should be used only for emergencies. The DiSID will try to 
incorporate guidelines into their rules and regulations which will take into 
account disaster response needs. Although funds sitting idle in a separate 
account are not managed well, relative to good financial practices, the concept 
of having a ready resource to assist those in need is very important. 

Very truly yours, - 
Carl T. C. Gutierrez 
Governor of Guam 

At t achmen t  

cc: The Honorable Joanne M. S. Brown 
Legislative Secretary 

fjffice of the Speaker 

RirardoJ. Bordailo Governor's Complex Post Oiiice Box 2950, Agana, Guam 96932 . (6711472-8931 Fax(h713477~CUAM 



TWENTY-FOURTH GUAM LEGISLATURE 
1998 (SECOND) Regular Session 

CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE OF AN ACT TO THE GOVERNOR 

This is to certify that Bill No. 493 (LS), "AN ACT TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE 6 TO 
CHAPTER 41 OF TITLE 17 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 
RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR 
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND OTHER PATIENTS," was on the 
27" day of March, 1998, duly and regularly passed. 

Attested: / / "  

~enatorFnd Acting Legislative 
' Secretary 

I \ 

NIO R. UNPINGCO 
Speaker 

This Act was received by the Governor this 6 9  day of /$6" ,1998, at 

/:ST 

v 

Assistant Staff Officer 
Governor's Office 

APPROVED: - CARL T. C. GUTIERREZ 

Governor of Guam 

Date: 4- 17- 9 8  
Public Law.No. 2 (C - / 7 2- 



TWENTY-FOURTH GUAM LEGISLATURE 
1998 (SECOND) Regular Session 

Bill No. 493 (LS) 
As amended by the Author 
and further amended on the Floor. 

Introduced by: E. J. Cruz 
J. C. Salas 
L. F. Kasperbauer 
Felix P. Camacho 
E. Barrett-Anderson 
T. C. Ada 
F. B. Aguon, Jr. 
A. C. Blaz 
J. M.S. Brown 
Francisco P. Camacho 
M. C. Charfauros 
W. B.S.M. Flores 
Mark Forbes 
A. C. Lamorena, V 
C. A. Leon Guerrero 
L. Leon Guerrero 
V. C. Pangelinan 
A. L.G. Santos 
F. E. Santos 
A. R. Unpingco 
J. Won Pat-Borja 

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE 6 TO 
CHAPTER 41 OF TITLE 17 OF THE GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A 
DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR 
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND OTHER 
PATIENTS. 



BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM: 

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. Disasters, like 

Super Typhoon Paka on December 16,1997, are a hardship to all of US. But to 

persons with disabilities and other patients with additional needed 

dependence on medical equipment, medical supplies and medications for 

subsistence, are especially burdened with the devastation of a disaster and are 

almost consistently incapable of immediate and speedy recovery. The Guam 

Legislature then recognizes the need for immediate intervention for the 

preservation of health, safety and welfare of these people. 

Section 2. Article 6 is hereby added to Chapter 41 of Title 17 of the 

Guam Code Annotated to read as follows: 

"ARTICLE 6. 

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES 

DISASTER RECOVERY FUND. 

Section 41601. Creation. There is hereby created, separate and 

apart from other funds of the government of Guam, a fund known as 

the Individuals with Disabilities Disaster Recovery Fund ('FUND'). 

Section 41602. Separate Fund and Bank Account. 

The Fund shall not be commingled with the General Fund and 

shall be kept in a separate bank account. The Governor pursuant to any 

of his transfer authority shall transfer no monies from the Fund. 

Section 41603. Purpose and Expenditures. The Fund 

shall be expended to mitigate damages and losses of medical 



equipment, medical supplies and medications to individuals with 

disabilities and other patients under the care of a licensed physician. 

Section 41604. The Director of the Department of Integrated 

Services for Individuals with Disabilities ('Director') is hereby 

authorized to dispense funds from the Individuals with Disabilities 

Disaster Recovery Fund pursuant to this Article. 

Section 41605. Administration. The Director shall 

account for and administer the Fund. The Director shall keep all books, 

records, files and accounts for the Fund. The Director shall prepare 

semi-annual reports relative to the Fund reflecting the transactions and 

financial condition of the Fund, which semi-annual reports shall be 

transmitted to the Governor and the Speaker of the Guam Legislature." 

Section 3 Appropriation. The sum of One Hundred Thousand 

Dollars ($100,000.00) is hereby appropriated from the General Fund to the 

Individuals with Disabilities Disaster Recovery Fund for the purpose of this 

Act. 

Section 4. Administrative Adjudication Law. The Director shall 

promulgate rules and regulations for the purpose of this Act through the 

Administrative Adjudication Law within thirty (30) days from passage of this 

Act. 
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TWEh I'Y-FOURTH GUAM LEcilSLATURE 

1998 (SECOND) Regular Session 

VOTING SHEET 

Bill No. & 
~eso~ut idn NO. 
Question: 

OUT DURING 

SANTOS, Francis E. 

UNPINGCO, Antonio R. 
- 

WON PAT-BORJA, Judith 

TOTAL '90 -- 

CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT: 

Clerk of the Legislature 



TlVE:V7l'.FO,:RTH t i [  :iIf ,.. jLATI'RC office o,!'bhe Vice-Speu kev 
ANTHONY C. ISLAZ 

LEC I T I V E  ,, ,,,, %larch 16, 1998 
MEh {SHIP 

The Honorable Speaker Intonio R. Unpingco 
~81,ar i ce  , <at#on 

vtce Irrnan 
24th Cuam Legislat~~l-c 

i lu lc5 
Gover!ln,i efornl 

155 Hesler Street 
& F e d  w a r s  Agana, Cuam 96910 

1W1.1'1 

N~::,,. . > I  ~ i i  Dear Mr. Spcnltcl.: 
l.,Ii', B 

H L I ~ ~  elli ii.s 
Tlic C'ommiitcz on Fin;incc and Tauatiorl, to \vl~ich was I-cferred Bill No. 493, "AN 

T3.115 d l l C l l l 5  

Uev.,..ol., ;'.,l:~lral 
AC..I TO EST-\DI.ISII I l l \  \SIELI ASSIS1 ASCE PI<OC;R:\M 1:OK IiiI)1VIUIiALS WITH 

hitar% DIS~\LIILI~l'lFS :\KI> 0 1  IIl:R IJi\'llE\;'lS UY ADDIKCi :\ N E I \  \I<TICILE 6 TO C:J3API-ER41 OF 

::oa8y T I I ~ . ~ ,  I r (;c;\". Ilt.r-cill reports back \\.it11 thc rccommenJ;ilion TO DO PASS. 
I '  ;atst" C 

CC,.SLII~~ :!et:t<:f- 

, j:,,,,,,,. Votes o f t h s  commit~cc rnc111he1-s are as follo\\~s: 
Te!ecorr,;' 11,mi b 

trl i r c  3 APa I S  

To Pass 
MI ERSHIP 

-- 

1 To I'lace in lnactivc File 
i 
I 

I 

--- Off-Island 
I 

Nor Availahlc 

A copy of ills Coni~liiitcc's rcport and other perlinen1 tloc~rmcnts are e~iclosed for your 
reference and i n f o ~ - ~ n ; ~ ~ i o ~ i .  

~- ~- ~ - - -  -- - 

I 55 r I ,  s t n .  ; 110 ",.I: 472~35$75X/GO Fix: 472-356 ilail: tonyblar@ikuentos.Ruam.nel 



(.ommittee on Finance and l'axatiorl 

I'ote Sheet 

Rill KO. 493 

'1'0 \ , lt  to Inactive 
Pass , S  Abstain File 



COhl%llT7'EE ON FINANCE AND T \\'ATION 
Report on 

Bill No. 493 (LS) 

AN ACT 1'0 ESTABL I\H DlSASTER ASSISTA\('E PROGRAM FOR 
IND1VIDUAJ.S WITH IIISARLL ITTES AND 01 I IER PATIENTS BY 
ADDING A NEM.' ART I (  I,E 6 7 '0  CHAPTbR 41 01 TITLE 17 GCA. 

Introduced by: 

Senators E. .I. C r u ~ ,  . I .  C. Salas, L. F. Kasperbaucr, Felix P. Camacho, 
and Elizabeth Ran-ett-Anderson. 

PUBI.1C HEARING: 

The Committec OI: Finance and Taxation co~lt.lt~cted a public hearing 
011 Friday. March 13. 1008, starting at 9:00 a. ni., to hear testimonies on Bill 
No. 493 (IS), AN A ( ' T  TO ESTABLISH DIS:\STER ASSISTANCE 
PKOGRRAM FOR INI)IVIDUAI,S WITH DISAHII ITIES AND OTHER 
PATJENTS BY ADIIIVG A NEW ARTICLE 6 10 CHAPTER 41 OF 
TITLE I7 OF TlIE GI :\M CODE ANNOTAlED. I'he public hearing was 
held at the Vice Spealtc.!'j C'ollference Room. 

MEMBERS PRESEN.I 

l 'he meeting \va, called to order by Vicc Sptxlcer Anthony C. Blaz, 
Chairperson of the C~)~llmittee on Finance and 'I akation. Committee and 
other members prcsenl n ere: 

TESTIMONY: 

Mr. John Santo. Taitano. Deputy Director of '  Operations of DISID, 
submitted a written te.\riilnony. on behalf o r  DISII) i>irector Joseph Artero- 
Cameron, strongly tlic i ~ a c t ~ n e n t  of Bill No. 493 i. IS) ,  with the following 
additionai suggestions. 



a. That the lypcs of disaster for whic.11 this Fund could be 
~ltilired sl io~~ld include both "naturai" and "anthropogenic" 
disasters. 

b. That assistance from this Fund .!~ould not duplicate 
coniparalde services available with :,uch organizations as 
FEMA, t i le  America11 Red Cross, anti others; 

c. That t1ici.e is a need to incorporate ":iv.istive technology and 
other appropriate services provitie~.! by Allied Health 
Profcsst~~i~als" into the legislatio~i. 

FINDINGS: 

The Committee ilricls tlie following: 

( I )  l'hat thc suggestions of the DlSlD 1)il.ector in his submitted 
testimo~i! supporting Bill No. 4(j3 (LS) are worthy of 
considi.1-;\tion: and 

(2) hat t l?c, enactment of this legisla~i~ rn is essential for the 
~ v e l l - b v ~ ~ ~ g  and peace of ~nint! of individuals with 
d~sab~l~!!es. 

After considerii-12 the testimony submitted i t i  favor of Bill No. 493 
(LS). tlie Conimittee tioi.s hereby recommend to the Guam Legislature that 
E3i11 No. 493 (LS), A h  1C1' TO ESTABLISH DISISTER ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM FOR IN! )I VIDUA1.S WI'TH DISAI3I I,ITIES AND OTHER 
PATIENTS BY ADDIUCJ A NEW ARrICLE h '1'0 CHAPTER 41 OF 
TIl'I,E 17 GCA, as a~!iended, be passed by thc Coi~~mittee on Finance and 
'Taxation. 



PROFILE OF BILL NO. 493 ( I  S )  

Brief Title: 

Date Introduced: 

hlain Sponsors: 

Committee Referral: 

Public Hearing: 

Official Title: 

hlark up Meeting: 

Co-Sponsors: 

"An .4ct to Establish Disaster Assistance 
Program for Individu;~ls with Disabilities and 
other Patients" 

Submitted to the I,egi\lnture for introduction on 
\\ednesda), Februar? 1, 1998, which will be 
officially ratified during the Second Regular 
Session of the 24"' Gu;lr~l Legislature. 

Senators F.. J. Cruz. .I. C. Salas, and L. F. 
Kasperbauer. 

Referred to the Cotnn~ittee on Finance and 
Taxation. 

The Committee on finance and Taxation 
conducted a public he211 ing of Bill No. 493 (LS) 
at the \'ice S p e a k e t ' ~  Conference Room on 
Friday, March 13,1998. from 9:00 a. m. 

\N AC1 TO E\IABLISH DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE I'ROGRAM FOR 
INDIVIDUALS \TI1 ti DISABILITIES AND 
OTIIER PATIENTS IjY ADDING A NEW 
ARTICLE 6 TO CH \I'TER 41 O F  TIT1,E 17 
GCA. 

Senators Felix P. (;rmacho and Elizabeth 
Barrett-Anderson and other Committee and 
othcr members who so tlcsire. 

Recommendation: To pass. 

O\'ER\'IE\V AND INTEb 1 : 

Inspired by the onslaught crf Supertyphoon Paka, and othcr wch 
natural disasters wbich brol~gbt hardship to all residents 01 Guam, this 
Bill tvas introduced to pro\ ide immediate assistance specitici~lly to 
persons with disabilities ant1 other patients with additional needed 
dependence on medical equipment, medical supplies, and medications 
for subsistence, are  especiallv burdened with the devastation of a 



disaster and are almost col~*i\tentl> ir~capable of imn~ediatc and speedy 
reco\ery because of the unl~\oa l  predicament they are in. I I I ~  Guam 
Legislature recognizes the nced for immediate in t e r~en t io l~  for the 
preservation of health, saft.t\, and welfare of these people. 

SECTION .N,\LYSlS: 

Section 1. Legislative Findin2 and Intent. This sectior~ sumrnarizes the 
intent stated above (under Ovcrvicw and Intent). 

Section 2. This vcction proposec; to add a n e ~  ?\rticle 6 to ( Ilapter 41 of 
Title 17 of the Guam Codc lnnotated, entitled "lndividoal\ with 
Disabilities Disaster Reco! c~ ! Fund," specificall! to provirlr the 
f o l l o ~  ing: 

a. Seeti011 41601 PI-ovides the creation of the "Indi! iduals with 
Disabilities Recover\ Fund." 

b. Section 41602 provides the separation of this Fund from the 
General Fund. 

c. Section 41603 s~)ccifies the Purpose of Expenditures that shall 
be authorized from this Fund. 

d. Sectiorl 41601 autllorizes the Director of DlSlD to dispense 
funds for the intentled purpose. 

c. Section 41605 tlc\ignates the Director of DISII) ;I\ 

admillistrator of this fund required to render wrrli-annual reports to the 
Governor and the \l)eaker of the Guam Legislatu~ c 

Section 3. Appropriation, l'his section appropriates $1 00.Oll0.00 from 
the General Fund for the purpose of this .4rticle. 

Section 4. Atiministrativc idjodication I.aw. The Director of DlSID 
shall proniulgate rules and regulations for the purpose ol'tlxis Chapter 
through thc ,idministrati\ c ~d jud ica t ion  Law within thir-t! (30) days 
from enactment of this Rill. 



Dcp(~rfr~lerrf of Irrtcgrcrtcr . o.vice.c- fi~r Itrcli~irlurrls ~ v i : . .  Disnbilities (DISID) 
13 ,c',,,,,~,/ .dl :,,?I,',, , , ! , , 0 , 2 ,  <;I!(!,?, 96913 '41 -~- 711. ;(i-i) i-i--li,i(,,? 

1'7)' 16-1) 4,-:-Yl,Y3 
I r , ~ x :  (671)  47:-78Y2 

March 13, 1998 
Si.:lator Anthonj C. Blaz 
( airman 
( mmittee on Finance and I'  tio on 
: " Guam Legislat~~re 

I :  Testirnon\ for Hil l  Nc 

H 5 h  adai! My nrinle i ohn Santos 'Taitano, Depu Director of Operations of 
1 . 2  Department of Integratcc e r ~ i c e s  for Individuals \vi Disabilities (DISID). On 
. . l ~ a l f  of the Director, Josep lrtcro-Cali~cron, and the i re Depat-tment, I am here 
. ,  provide testi~nony on Uill 1. 403, an Act that \vould e :blish a disaster assistance 

ogranl ibr individilals \v i t l  snbilil.ies and other patien ~y adding a new Article 6 
Chapter 4 1 of l'itle 17 of I G~~ar l t  Code Annotated. 

Bill No. 493 attcmpts fill th.: gaps in services a1 assistance available to the 
> , o p l e  of CTua~n wit11 disabi 2s and other medical cond Jns during the very trying 
: n e s  of a disaster. Furti~er~! e ,  Uill No. 493 would allc the Gove~n~nent  of Guam, 
: d e r  the auspices of the p; i r tn~~x~t  of Integrated S ices for Individuals with 
i ,isabilities, to respond in i~ulely and cflicient mann to the most pressing and 

nmediatc tncciical needs (11 rsons wit11 disabilities. 

At this moment, 1 fee 
hich I have questions an( 
'lderstood that this Funti 
nmcdiate afternlath of n di 
I' disaster for \vhich this 
.igueness arld generic use ( 

encompass thc J i l l 1  gnnil 
~ tch an interpretation of tlli 
ersons' wit11 disabilities nc 

)at 1 triust point out some 
:servalions. I:irstIy, i t  111 

to bi: safeguarded for I 

t t r .  Vv'hat \ye need to ma1 
11ti can be utilized. Thc 
.he tern1 'tlisastcr' thso~~gl- 
)f disasters, be they 'natu 
~roposzd bill would also al 
S. 

tions of Bill No. 493 witk 
be clearly expressed anc 
only during and in the 

Zvcn more clcar is the type 
;paltlnent, because of thc 
t the Bill, u~~derstands thi: 

or anthropogenic. Thus 
for a greater coverage o 

I Secondly, it is liken . necessary to stress the i ~ortance of this Fund as . 
aluablc source of assistan1 ii~irink; cnlcrgelicy situatic . but i t  must be rccognizel 
lat  the purpose of the I'LII is not to duplicate or rep e coniparable services an, 
?enelits ofrorded by othcs : ncies and organizations sl . as the Federal Emergent- 
,.lanagenlent Administratir ~ n d  the Alnerican Red Crl , alnong others. The Fun, 
hould only be utilized to I 3 thos,: truly in need and o arc determined ineligibl 
~y other disaster and cmcrL cy  orp.anizarions. 



/ 

J 
/" I-lowever. perhaps Fund can instead be ~ltili 3 for the sake of immedia 

and efficiency regardless ' the servicesiassistance p rided elsewhere. This is5 
needs to be ironed out yo to avoid confi~sion or ever iisuse in the future. 

In the :e dated February 5 ,  199 ~e tween  Mr. Joseph Arte.',- 

Cameron and Senator F ,ardo C ~ L I Z  regarding the eation of Bill No. 493, J .  i . 
Artero-Cameron rilade it pressly clear the need to i t  irporate "assistive technolo:: v 
and other appropriate s ices provided by Allied 2alth I'rofessionals" into ' .  5 

legislation. Assistive technology devices suc as wheelchairs, crutcl ;, 
telecommunications for : deaf and trained pets, ar i g  others, are not necessa; , y  
'medical equipment and edical s~~pplies." So, thi2 leans that they would not ' 2 ,  

under the current langu : of the Bill, covered by : Fund. These types of r .I- 
~iiedical equipnient are ( ,r so necessary and extrea *[ important for the well-bl ig 
of individuals xvitli diso ities; many cannot live or inction independently wit! ut 
them. As our experien~ ll-om Super Typhoon Pak ,as taught us, these equipr nt 
were among some of : identified needs of ind duals with disabilities in . ' le 
aftermath of the storm, man); such eiluip~ncnt wer ,st or damaged. 

Such concerns c' 
be established by t h c  
Disabilities within tliir 
u e  feel that it is iiiipe~ 
the law so \ te  can el- 
contrarjr to or liruiting 
reconsider its current 1 
as to prevent confi~. 
hindering the ef'ficie~ 
disabilitie~ and other r 

bc addressed and articulat 
Iepartment of Integrated 
days frorn passage of this 
vc that such concerns be 
;re that the rules and reg 
e law. Thus, it rvould bt 
\.isions in the name of thl 
1 and niisinterpretations, 
provision of services an 
ents during or after a disas 

in the rules and regulatio~ to 
iervices for Individuals th 
Ilapter, as required. I-low er, 
orporated into the langua of 
tions DISID develops art lot 
hove the authors of this E to 
muglines.; and specificity a so 
s 1 have demonstrated, om 
assistance to individuals fith 

In summation, : Department of lntegrat Services for Individuals vith 
Disabilities is in sup1 t of the legislati\.e intent ' Bill No. 493 and endor: its 
passage into Guarn p ic l a y ,  hut only after the -eas of concern that I ha\ just 
raised have been addrt ed and/or incorporatecl. 
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24th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Rules, Governmenr 

Reform and Federal A f b h  
Senator Mark Forbes, Cbainnan 

FER 2 3 1 9 9 ~  

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Cl-iairinan 
Comniittee on 111innce a n d  Taxation 

FROM: C h a r m ~ n  
Committee on l<l~les, Go\ ernment Reform '111 I "ederal Affairs 

SUBJECT: Referral- Bill h ~ '  493 

The above Bill is referred to "our Committee as tht i)rincipal committee. It is 
t.ecornmended you schedule , I  public hcnring at your earlic..! con\~enience. 

Thank you for your 'ittcnt~o ' 1,) t h ~ i  matter 

MARK FORBES 



-, 
E ISCAL NOTE 

BUREAU OF IRI rKET AND MANAGEMEW r RESEARCH 

Rill No. 493 (is,  i )ate Keccivcd: Febrw-y 24, 1992 
Anierida~ory Bill?: Yes X No : izte Reviewed: Mach 11, 1998 

:.koartmei?t of integrated Services !;$I individuals with Disabilities Deper~ment i Agency Affeded: -. 
Uepzlment l.4gcncy Heail: .ic:.,c.ph Jtero-Camcron, Director 

$1;11)1,80i .00 Tot91 i:Y Appropriation tn Tlnte: - 
Bill Title (Preamble): .:( 1' TO ESTABLISH DISASTE!.:, ASSISTANCE PROGRAM Ft-iiC 
mDI7\,IDIJALS WlTII UISA'aILi'i!::,;i2kYD Cj'iHER PA'I.IENTS -- RY &~!NG A SEW ARTICLE 6 3 
CI-IAI'TER 41 OF ITTLE 17 GCX. - - .. -- - - 

Change in Law: Adds a flew . k i d ?  6 !:: CIsptrr 11 , Title 17. GCA 

Bill'c Impact on Present Progruni F:miil:<: 
Increase Decre3s: Redlocarion -_,-- No Change X 

Bill is For: (jperaticns Caoital Impravenlent Other X 

ES'nhlATED Sl5i:.!_S-YEAIl FLWD REQl:KREbl? -- NTS (Per Rill): 
Program Cntcgory : Gen:.;sl F L G ~ :  jiher: Tom!: 
14calth and Welfare -. S130;00O.CO -..-. $lOO,OOO.(i;~ 

ESTIb'lATED h~,~.:L1T-YLtAR FIWD XCjC!IREhIE- ::?S (Per Bill): 
~ ~ - - ~  

FL.W!>: 1 st 2nd 3rd 4% 5 th Total: 
General Fund 11 --- - 
Other (TAF) -,- -.- -- 

Tor i  l! --- -- - 

Funds adcquate to cover intent of Bill" 'lee - Xo - ! I r N u ,  ddt'l. '.,;;:d:ng rrquircd'! 
Agen~y 1 Per~on Contzictzd I Di:e Cnr,:d.ied. UISID i Rita Sotair;na\.or, .4l\i> i March 11, 1998 .- 

-- - - - 
POTFX1 i.& -- I, bIVLTI-YEXX REVENUE (2s:inatedl: 

L'ULD: 1 st 2nd 3:d 4:h 5th Total: 
Gdrrral Fund KIA -.. -..A,-- 

0th . .... .- --- 
Total -- 

- ~- DATE: 
~. 

~ ~ - -~ ~ 

-~ 
F083~.XOTTiS: BBMR-F' 
1/: :See Anached Comn~erits! 
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j !  - ~b : 2 :  1&P\  :BVX-SE\, ASTHOVY c. BLiZ :* .; 10 
SEYT E 

I Fiscal Kote Colrfl~enis 

Bill No. 493-[!23 proposes 10 ;ppri?pria!z the sum of $lM,W: ion: rile General Fund to a 
separak fund to bc known 3s t!!e Individuals with Disab~litirs i?iatrr Recovery Fund. The 
proposed legislation iuwnds 19 ~:stablish a Disaster Ansisum Program for hciividuals with 
Disabilities and other pjrient,; Cur post-natural disaster assisra?~t: (i.e, medical n~~pplies and 
equipment. medications, err:.:! Based on the foregoing, the . 8 ? I ? j ~ t  legislation proposes a 
definite fiscai impact. However, absent additional &:a, the 23; .,-a1 fiscal impact can not be 
determined at this time. The prirpsed Gznerdl Fund appropria!i-:I wguid have a direct effect 
on d;2 already limited financia; estxlrcw of the goverument of Ci;&m (See &low). 

Additionally, the B m a u  is ci~;.ci.rneci with thr Eill. in its cu!.:-cnt form, as it provides the 
opportunity for qlalified -a*ients, not on!); those persors ~ ! t h  disabfiities, to apply fox 
assistance. This may  set p:-r,:edznce far a greater numbec i:f individuals to seek such 
assistance thus necessitatinp 3dditionaI funding for the p r o g c : ~ ~ .  Secondly, whereas the 
proposed Hill uses Supertyphon!l Paka as an exaz~plc crf 2 'dls~c:er', there exists a myriad of 
other natural occurrences whirb ;an be construed as a "disaster ' -4s such, it is important that 
lan&uage be cieariy defined m2 extent of coicerage be incbuded ;.P *elative rules and regulations 
to ensure that f'undillg be usec! appropriately. Failure to do so \:.. .Ad result in excessive claim 
to the program and. ultinlatelj r3 the government of Guam. 

It should be witxi Genera! Fund revenues available for apprq~ria!ion, as adopted in Public 
Law 2.1-5 9, is $353,292,740 1 i;icludes $7,600,000 Aulonnmuus Agency Fund, $7,000,000 Use 
Tax and $36,000,003 in Sccriir: 30 P~nds). The appropriatiors :or FYI998 in P.L. 24-59 is 
$346,11,8,W2 plus con~nuing appiopriatio~~s CUI debt serviur of $2,504,141 far a to4& 
appropriatiiin against of $34%.632.234, Pursuant to P.1,. 24-1!q, surplus FYI598 revenue5 
available for appropriationr i~ S.634. 

However, i? shouid he noted i:i! h e  expected combined collec?!~~~n from both the Autollomous 
Agency Fund and the Use 'Tr! IS nnly $30M, a reduction cf 5': i .6M ($14.6 - 3.0 $11.6). 
Ah such, $341,739,919 in ::.\enue less $348,632,235 in app:..:priations leavcs an exnected 
shortfall of ($6.892.315) as t;:!'.L, as. 


